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Even if you're not heading for the best GCSE grades, if you're
prepared to work hard and learn new skills after you leave
school, there are good, well-paid jobs out there. And don't
forget, you could earn money at the same time as you work
towards qualifications.

Young people who go on to get Higher Education qualifications
like an HNC (Higher National Certificate) or HND (Higher
National Diploma), Foundation Degree or Honours Degree
are very much in demand. There are several ways to work
towards these types of qualification, such as ‘A’ Levels,
Apprenticeships, or work-related courses in school or college,
including the new Diploma.

The Diploma is a new type of qualification (not to be confused
with a BTEC First Diploma, National Diploma or Higher National
Diplomal).
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Alternative routes into
Higher Education

Access to Higher Education

An Access to Higher Education course is an alternative route
into higher education, traditionally for those who have left
formal education and want to return to learning, but don’t have
the necessary qualifications.

Now this is available to anyone who has left school and who has
HE as their goal. Courses usually last a year, or part-time over
two years - normally you are expected to have had at least a
year away from education. For more information see
www.accesstohe.ac.uk

The Open University

The Open University is also an alternative way into higher
education, with nearly 250 highly-respected qualifications,
including certificates, diplomas and degrees. Unlike other
universities there are no entry qualifications.

You study part-time combining study with employment.

All course materials are sent to you with support from tutors
who advise and offer feedback on coursework, and who can be
contacted by phone or online.

OU degree fees are typically much less than other university
fees. By studying part-time you'll be able to earn money to
cover your living expenses. And in some circumstances you may
qualify for financial support to cover your course fees.

To find out more see www.open.ac.uk/you
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Levels 6-8

are Honours, Masters and Doctorate (PhD) level qualifications

If you're interested in university, check out
www.aimhigher.ac.uk and www.ucas.com

Local universities and colleges offering higher level

ICT courses:

e Bournemouth University
www.bournemouth.ac.uk Tel 01202 501501

e Cardiff University
www.cardiff.ac.uk Tel 029 2087 9999

e City of Bath College
www.citybathcoll.ac.uk Tel 01225 312191

e City of Bristol College
www.cityofbristol.ac.uk Tel 0117 312 5000

e Combined Universities in Cornwall
www.cuc.ac.uk

e Norton Radstock College
www.nortcoll.ac.uk Tel 01761 433161

e The Open University in the South West
www.open.ac.uk/you Tel 0117 929 9641

e Oxford Brookes University
www.brookes.ac.uk Tel 01865 484848

e Southampton Solent University
www.solent.ac.uk Tel 023 8031 9000

e Swansea University
www.swan.ac.uk Tel 01792 205678

e University of Bath
www.bath.ac.uk Tel 01225 388388

e University of Bristol
www.bristol.ac.uk Tel 0117 928 9000

e University of Exeter
www.ex.ac.uk Tel 01392 263855

e University of Gloucestershire
www.glos.ac.uk Tel 08707 210210

e University of Plymouth
www.plymouth.ac.uk Tel 01752 585858
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Other sources of information

e Click on www.e-skills.com/careers or www.insidecareers.
co.uk/it for more information about information and
communication technology

e Think that ICT is just for boys? Think it’s full of geeks?
Not true! It's not just men doing the jobs, nor is it just for
the technologically minded, and it certainly doesn’t require
detailed computer knowledge to enter! In this day and age,
women must become proficient in IT as it's essential to
most jobs and careers. Watch a 10 minute video clip of five
successful women in the IT sector - check out the website
www.e-skills.com/Careers/Job-roles/2036

e See www.bigambition.co.uk for a wealth of information
about education and careers in IT.
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Good luck
with your career!

We do our best to check that this information is up to date.
[t was last checked in Summer 2009. To be certain, make sure

you ask questions before making any decisions on your future.
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