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Young people who go on to get Higher Education qualifications 
like an HNC (Higher National Certificate) or HND (Higher 
National Diploma), Foundation Degree or Honours Degree 
are very much in demand. There are several ways to work 
towards these types of qualification, such as ‘A’ Levels, 
Apprenticeships, or work-related courses in school or college, 
including the new Diploma.

The Diploma is a new type of qualification (not to be confused 
with a BTEC First Diploma, National Diploma or Higher National 
Diploma). 
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Level 3 
(same level as ‘A’ Level)

You may decide to take ‘A’ Levels. Check out the ‘Career 
Examples’ page and find out what you will need. Or you could 
move on to the next level of vocational training – for example 
an Advanced Apprenticeship or an NVQ, both at Level 3 – 	
with a college or training provider. There are also work-related 
courses like the BTEC National Certificate, or National 
Diploma college courses. Each can be taken part or full-time, 
the difference being the number of hours you study. Some 
schools and colleges are now offering the new Advanced 
Diploma (a different qualification to the National Diploma) 
which is equivalent to three and a half ‘A’ Levels.

Local schools, colleges and training providers
To see all the options of courses and qualifications open to you, 
look at your local 14 to 19 Area Prospectus. It contains listings 
of ‘A’ levels, GCSEs, BTECs, NVQs, Apprenticeships and much 
more. See http://woe.futures4me.co.uk 

Don’t forget to talk through your ideas with your careers or 
Connexions adviser.
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Levels 4 and 5 
(Higher Education starts at Level 4) 

Level 4: You could go on to take an NVQ Level 4 qualification, or 
perhaps a Vocationally Related Qualification (VRQ), which is a 
professional qualification for those already in work. 

Level 5: These include the Higher National Certificate (HNC) 
or Higher National Diploma (HND), which are the same level as 
the Diploma in Higher Education or Further Education. HNDs and 
HNCs are widely recognised and highly valued by employers. 

Foundation Degrees are a new Level 5 qualification. These 
are linked to particular occupations and may not require any 
previous qualifications – just work experience. They combine 
academic and work-based learning and are designed in 
partnership with employers. They aim to equip learners with 
the knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to their 
employment and are delivered by colleges, universities and 
some training providers. 

A full-time course will usually take two years to complete, •	
part-time courses will take longer. 
Many students study while they are employed, to improve •	
their skills and job prospects.
You don’t necessarily need traditional academic qualifications •	
to gain entry to a course. 
Many courses have flexible teaching arrangements involving •	
part-time or evening attendance at college, distance learning 
or learning via the internet. 

Qualifications that cover Level 4 and 5 are the same level as 
the first two years of an honours degree. The HND and the 
Foundation Degree can often be converted into full honours 
degrees, with further study.

Don’t forget – lots of Higher Education courses are available at 
local colleges. You don’t always have to go to university.

You can find out more about Foundation Degrees from this 
weblink www.fdf.ac.uk

Student finance 
There is a whole package of financial support for students in 
higher education, including student loans and maintenance 
grants. For further details see Student Finance England 			
www.studentfinancedirect.co.uk
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Other sources of information
Health•	  – see the NHS Careers website www.nhs.uk/careers 
for details of the various medical specialties.

	 There is also a new website for 14 to 19 year-olds interested 
in a career in the health service. www.stepintothenhs.
nhs.uk has details on a range of jobs in the NHS, as well as 
information for teachers and careers advisers. 

Social care•	  – see www.socialworkcareers.co.uk and click 
on ‘Getting Started’ or ‘Course Finder’.

	 For information about careers in social work and care in the 
Bristol area see www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Health-
Social-Care/careers-in-social-work.en

Childcare•	
	 For general information on working in childcare, see...

www.childcarecareers.gov.uk
www.cache.org.uk
www.ncma.org.uk/#1X0 
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Good luck 
with your career!
We do our best to check that this information is up to date. 
It was last checked in Summer 2009. To be certain, make sure 
you ask questions before making any decisions on your future.
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