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All this info was correct at the time of production, but please talk 
through your ideas with your careers or Connexions adviser.

Are you what 
they're looking for?

If you like solving problems, working in a team, 
perhaps enjoy drawing and design or you just 	

like making things work, employers in the 
engineering industries in the West of England 		

are looking for people like you!

Bristol’s favourite son is Isambard Kingdom Brunel,
whose engineering legacies include the Clifton
Suspension Bridge, the building of the Great Western
Railway from Bristol to London, and the world’s first
great ocean liner the SS Great Britain. Today the West

of England area continues this proud engineering
tradition, particularly in the aerospace industry.

Companies generally need people ranging from 
assembly line operatives who help put bits together to 
make the finished product, to graduates with degrees.

It’s true that there are fewer jobs for people with 
very few or no qualifications. This is because many 
companies now go to other countries to get this sort 

of ‘unskilled’ work done, where people work for less 
money than in this country.

Even if you’re not heading for the best GCSE grades, 	
if you’re prepared to work hard and learn new skills 
after you leave school, there are good, well-paid 
jobs out there. And don’t forget, you could earn 
money at the same time as you work towards 
qualifications.

Young people who go on to get Higher Education 
qualifications like an HNC (Higher National 
Certificate) or HND (Higher National Diploma), 
Foundation Degree or Honours Degree are very 
much in demand. There are several ways to work 
towards these types of qualification, such as 
‘A’ Levels, Apprenticeships, or work-related 
courses in school or college, including the new 
Diploma.

The Diploma is a new type of qualification 	
(not to be confused with a BTEC First Diploma, 
National Diploma or Higher National Diploma). 




