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Are you what 
they're looking for?

Do you enjoy practical work using your hands? Interested in jobs 
that are physically demanding? Do you enjoy problem-solving 

and work that requires attention to detail? Don’t mind working 
outdoors in all weathers? Are you able to accept instructions and 

work under supervision? Flexible enough to work in a team yet able 
to work on your own? Thought about a career in construction?

Construction offers hundreds of different career opportunities. 	
Building jobs include the construction and repair of buildings like 	
houses, shops, hospitals, office blocks and schools. Civil engineering 	
jobs involve projects like roads, docks, tunnels, dams and bridges.

But construction is bigger than this. Buildings and landscapes need to be 
designed, so we need architects, designers and planners. We have to make 
sure the site will suit the building, so we have surveyors. Finally there are 
loads of jobs ‘on-site’, like bricklayers, electricians, carpenters or plasterers.

The construction industry will need 42,000 new recruits a year between 2009 
and 2013. This opens up exciting opportunities – there’s a place for you whether 
you’re male or female, a school or college leaver or a graduate.

If you join this sector, you know you’ll be part of an industry that will leave a legacy. 

Top six trades 
Construction occupations (not including 
managers and office-based staff) employing the 
most new people in the South West by 2013 will 
be: 

•  Wood trades and interior fit-out

•  Plumbers and Heating and 			 
     Ventilating Engineers 

•  Labourers

•  Painters and decorators 

•  Building envelope specialists (who  	
     specialise in the building’s shell) 

•  Electricians    

All this info was correct at the time of production, but please talk 
through your ideas with your careers or Connexions adviser.
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Students with 			
a disability

If you are interested in studying a higher education 
course, either full-time or part-time, but you’re worried 
because you have a specific learning difficulty such as 
dyslexia, hearing or visual impairment, mental health 
condition or a disability, you could be eligible for 	
Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA).

If you are not eligible for DSAs, your college or university 
will still be able to provide support and guidance if you 
need help with your studies.

‘Disability’ is a broad category which includes, for instance, 
dyslexia. The DSAs do not depend on your family’s income 
and do not have to be repaid.

The DSAs help pay for extra costs you may have to pay when 
studying your course, as a direct result of your disability, 
mental health condition or specific learning difficulty.

What is the Disabled Students’ 
Allowance?

DSAs stands for Disabled Students’ 
Allowances. These allowances are 
available for UK students applying for 	
full-time and substantial part-time courses 
in higher education. The DSAs help pay for 

extra costs in attending a course as a direct 
result of a disability.

What can DSAs be used for?
Depending on your assessment, the DSAs may:

•  help with the cost of a non-medical helper, 			 
     such as a note taker or sign language interpreter

•  pay for specialist equipment like a laptop or dictaphone

•  pay for specialist software and technical support

•  pay for items such as audio CDs, tapes or Braille paper

•  pay for any extra travel costs arising from a disability

All this info was correct at the time of production, but please talk 
through your ideas with your careers or Connexions adviser.









We do our best to check that this information is up to date. 
It was last checked in Summer 2009. To be certain, make sure 
you ask questions before making any decisions on your future.

Good luck 
with your 
career!

GREEN 
ALERT!

If you want to 
print out

construction 
& the built

environment
in the west
of england

click here

Research, writing and design by 

Viva Communications Limited
www.viva-communications.co.uk

Cornucopia
 www.cornucopia-design.co.uk

Published by

www.aimhigherwest.org.uk

Concept and management: Julia Ingram
julia.ingram@gloscol.ac.uk

Partners




