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Why carry on learning
after leaving school?

Well, you will have more choice about what job you want to do,
so you're more likely to enjoy it - AND better qualifications give
you a chance to earn more money!

Some people don’t continue with qualifications after 16 because
they want a job and to earn money quickly. But although they

do earn a wage, they can get stuck in a rut doing unskilled jobs
with little hope of earning more as they get older.

And the law has now changed - by 2013 everyone will have to
be in some form of recognised education and training up to
the age of 17. This rises to 18 by 2015. No-one will be forced to
stay at school - there will be a range of opportunities,
including training in the workplace and apprenticeships.

Gaining good qualifications will help you to:

e Move on to your next stage of learning

e Broaden your career choices

e Get a better-paid and more interesting job in the long term
e Be more in control of your life

e Become interested in learning new things throughout
your life

How to afford it

You might think you can’t afford to continue with your education.
Take a look at the Education Maintenance Allowance, which
could see you getting money to help you continue. Visit this

weblink http://ema.direct.gov.uk

Or you could ‘earn and learn” with an Apprenticeship or NVQ!
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Alternative routes into
Higher Education

Access to Higher Education

An Access to Higher Education course is an alternative route
into higher education, traditionally for those who have left
formal education and want to return to learning, but don’t have
the necessary qualifications.

Now this is available to anyone who has left school and who has
HE as their goal. Courses usually last a year, or part-time over
two years - normally you are expected to have had at least a
year away from education. For more information see
www.accesstohe.ac.uk

The Open University

The Open University is also an alternative way into higher
education, with nearly 250 highly-respected qualifications,
including certificates, diplomas and degrees. Unlike other
universities there are no entry qualifications.

You study part-time combining study with employment.

All course materials are sent to you with support from tutors
who advise and offer feedback on coursework, and who can be
contacted by phone or online.

OU degree fees are typically much less than other university
fees. By studying part-time you'll be able to earn money to
cover your living expenses. And in some circumstances you may
qualify for financial support to cover your course fees.

To find out more see www.open.ac.uk/you

Aim
*4 west area partnership

www.aimhigherwest.org.uk

next page



Levels 6-8

are Honours, Masters and Doctorate (PhD) level qualifications

If you're interested in university, check out
www.aimhigher.ac.uk and www.ucas.com

Local universities and colleges offering higher level
business or finance courses:
e Bath Spa University

www.bathspa.ac.uk Tel 01225 875875

e Bournemouth University
www.bournemouth.ac.uk Tel 08456 501501

e Cardiff University
www.cardiff.ac.uk Tel 029 2087 9999

e City of Bath College
www.citybathcoll.ac.uk Tel 01225 312191

e City of Bristol College
www.cityofbristol.ac.uk Tel 0117 312 5000

e Combined Universities in Cornwall
www.cuc.ac.uk

e The Open University in the South West
www.open.ac.uk/you Tel 0117 929 9641

e Oxford Brookes University
www.brookes.ac.uk Tel 01865 484848

e Southampton Solent University
www.solent.ac.uk Tel 023 8031 9000

e Swansea University
www.swan.ac.uk Tel 01792 205678

e University of Bath
www.bath.ac.uk Tel : 01225 388388

e University of Bristol
www.bristol.ac.uk Tel 0117 928 9000

e University of Exeter
www.ex.ac.uk Tel 01392 263855

e University of Gloucestershire
www.glos.ac.uk Tel 08707 210210

e University of Plymouth
www.plymouth.ac.uk Tel 01752 585858
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Other sources of information

e Business Administration www.breakinto.biz

e Financial Services www.fssc.org.uk

e |ocal Government www.lgcareers.com

e National Skills Academy for Financial Services
www.nsafs.co.uk

e For more on other branches of this sector see
www.e-skills.com and www.assetskills.org
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Good luck
with your career!

We do our best to check that this information is up to date.
[t was last checked in Summer 2009. To be certain, make sure

you ask questions before making any decisions on your future.
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