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Lots of people start out in this sector on the ‘shop floor’, but 
not many realise that you can work your way right up to the top, 
gaining qualifications as you progress. So, even if you’re not 
heading for the best GCSE grades, if you’re prepared to work 
hard and learn new skills after you leave school, there are good, 
well-paid jobs out there. And don’t forget, you could earn money 
at the same time as you work towards qualifications.

Young people who go on to get Higher Education qualifications 
like an HNC (Higher National Certificate) or HND (Higher 
National Diploma), Foundation Degree or Honours Degree 
are very much in demand. There are several ways to work 
towards these types of qualification, such as ‘A’ Levels, 
Apprenticeships, or work-related courses in school or college, 
including the new Diploma.

The Diploma is a new type of qualification (not to be confused 
with a BTEC First Diploma, National Diploma or Higher National 
Diploma). 
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Levels 4 and 5 
(Higher Education starts at Level 4) 

Level 4: You could go on to take an NVQ Level 4 qualification, 	
or perhaps a Vocationally Related Qualification (VRQ), which 	
is a professional qualification for those already in work.

Level 5: These include the Higher National Certificate (HNC) 
or Higher National Diploma (HND), which are the same level 
as the Diploma in Higher Education or Further Education. 
HNDs and HNCs are widely recognised and highly valued by 
employers. 

Foundation Degrees are a new Level 5 qualification. These 
are linked to particular occupations and may not require any 
previous qualifications – just work experience. They combine 
academic and work-based learning and are designed in 
partnership with employers. They aim to equip learners with 
the knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to their 
employment and are delivered by colleges, universities and 
some training providers. 

A full-time course will usually take two years to complete, •	
part-time courses will take longer. 

Many students study while they are employed, to improve •	
their skills and job prospects. 

You don’t necessarily need traditional academic qualifications •	
to gain entry to a course. 

Many courses have flexible teaching arrangements involving •	
part-time or evening attendance at college, distance learning 
or learning via the internet. 

Qualifications that cover Level 4 and 5 are the same level as 
the first two years of an honours degree. The HND and the 
Foundation Degree can often be converted into full honours 
degrees, with further study.

Don’t forget – lots of Higher Education courses are available 	
at local colleges. You don’t always have to go to university.
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You can find out more about Foundation Degrees from this 
weblink www.fdf.ac.uk

Student finance 
There is a whole package of financial support for students in 
higher education, including student loans and maintenance 
grants. For further details see www.studentfinancedirect.co.uk

Alternative routes into 
Higher Education 

Access to Higher Education

An Access to Higher Education course is an alternative route 
into higher education, traditionally for those who have left 
formal education and want to return to learning, but don’t have 
the necessary qualifications.

Now this is available to anyone who has left school and who 	
has HE as their goal. Courses usually last a year, or part-time 
over two years – normally you are expected to have had at least 
a year away from education. For more information see 		
www.accesstohe.ac.uk

The Open University

The Open University is also an alternative way into higher 
education, with nearly 250 highly-respected qualifications, 
including certificates, diplomas and degrees. Unlike other 
universities there are no entry qualifications.  

You study part-time combining study with employment. All 
course materials are sent to you with support from tutors who 
advise and offer feedback on coursework, and who can be 
contacted by phone or online.

OU degree fees are typically much less than other university 
fees. By studying part-time you’ll be able to earn money to 
cover your living expenses. And in some circumstances you may 
qualify for financial support to cover your course fees.  

To find out more see www.open.ac.uk/you
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Other sources of information
Skillsmart have good information. Check them out 		 •	
www.skillsmartretail.com and click on ‘Careers’. They also 
have a ‘Retail Career Line’ you can call which provides basic 
information of courses and training, careers advice and a full 
guidance service. Call them on 0800 093 5001.

The Fashion Retail Academy •	 www.fashionretailacademy.ac.uk
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Good luck 
with your career!
We do our best to check that this information is up to date. 
It was last checked in Summer 2009. To be certain, make sure 	
you ask questions before making any decisions on your future.

Published by

www.aimhigherwest.org.uk

Concept and management: Julia Ingram
julia.ingram@gloscol.ac.uk

Partners

      

Research, writing and design by 

Viva Communications Limited
www.viva-communications.co.uk

Cornucopia
www.cornucopia-design.co.uk




