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Have a look at job adverts for the kind of work you might be 
interested in and then check out the qualifications and skills 
being asked for. At college, you will be set a ‘real life’ challenge, 
as if you were being given a job by a real client to give you a 
chance to see if you have got what it takes, or you can get work 
experience.

Good networking and interpersonal skills, a creative approach 	
to problem-solving plus a commercial understanding can 
sometimes make up for less than outstanding qualifications. 

There are opportunities at all levels in the modern world of 
creative and media. Even if you’re not heading for the best GCSE 
grades, if you’re prepared to work hard and learn new skills 
after you leave school, there are good, well-paid jobs out there. 
And don’t forget, you could earn money at the same time as you 
work towards qualifications.

Young people who go on to get Higher Education qualifications 
like an HNC (Higher National Certificate) or HND (Higher 
National Diploma), Foundation Degree or Honours Degree 
are very much in demand. There are several ways to work 
towards these types of qualification, such as ‘A’ Levels, 
Apprenticeships, or work-related courses in school or college, 
including the new Diploma.

The Diploma is a new type of qualification (not to be confused 
with a BTEC First Diploma, National Diploma or Higher National 
Diploma). 
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Daniel's story 
Daniel Down has set his sights on a career as a newspaper 
photographer after taking a degree in Photojournalism and 
Documentary Photography at the University of Gloucestershire. 

During the three-year course he did work experience on weekly 
and evening newspapers, gaining valuable insights into the 
realities of the job and having his work published. He also spent 
time as a photographer with Gloucestershire Constabulary.

Daniel, aged 22, is currently applying for jobs with local 
newspapers. He says the University of Gloucestershire course 
really prepared him for working in this exciting industry.

“It’s very competitive to get into,” he says. “My advantage is 
through the contacts I have made. I worked for the a range of 
newspapers and was really able to broaden my experience.

“On one paper, the Southern Daily Echo in Southampton, I spent 
the first day being shown the ropes, then the next day I was 
given a list of jobs just like the other photographers, then sent 
out to see how I got on with it. Several times I had my pictures 
on the front page.”

Daniel, from Ludgershall in Wiltshire, has been interested in 
photography since he was very young. “My parents were both 
very keen photographers and they always encouraged me from 
about the age of five or six to take pictures,” he says. 

After GCSEs he went to further education college to do ‘A’ levels 
in graphic design, computer science, photography, geography 
and electronics. 

He stayed on at college to do a foundation year course in 
photography. This gave him the chance to build up his portfolio, 
giving him a solid body of work to show at university interviews. 

Daniel went on to gain a first class BA Honours degree at the 
University of Gloucestershire. 

His advice to anyone following in his footsteps is to gain as 
much work experience as possible, and make sure you choose 
the right university. 

“Make sure you attend university open days and it’s worth 
spending some time talking to past and present students,” he 
says. “You need to make sure the course is right for you and the 
place is where you want to be.”
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Levels 4 and 5 
(Higher Education starts at Level 4) 

Level 4: You could go on to take an NVQ Level 4 qualification, 	
or perhaps a Vocationally Related Qualification (VRQ), which is a 
professional qualification for those already in work. This is the 
same level as Certificates of Education.

Level 5: These include the Higher National Certificate (HNC) 
or Higher National Diploma (HND), which are the same level 
as the Diploma in Higher Education or Further Education. 
HNDs and HNCs are widely recognised and highly valued by 
employers.

Foundation Degrees are a new Level 5 qualification. 		
These are linked to particular occupations and may not 		
require any previous qualifications – just work experience. 	
They combine academic and work-based learning and are 
designed in partnership with employers. They aim to equip 
learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills relevant 
to their employment and are delivered by colleges, universities 
and some training providers. 

A full-time course will usually take two years to complete, •	
part-time courses will take longer. 

Many students study while they are employed, to improve •	
their skills and job prospects. 

You don’t necessarily need traditional academic qualifications •	
to gain entry to a course.

Many courses have flexible teaching arrangements involving •	
part-time or evening attendance at college, distance learning 
or learning via the internet. 

 
Qualifications that cover Level 4 and 5 are the same level as 
the first two years of an honours degree. The HND and the 
Foundation Degree can often be converted into full honours 
degrees, with further study.

Don’t forget – lots of Higher Education courses are available at 
local colleges. You don’t always have to go to university.

You can find out more about Foundation Degrees from this 
weblink www.fdf.ac.uk
To find out where Foundation Degree courses are available:
>	Click on ‘Foundation Degree Course Listings’
>	Click on ‘Art and Design’
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Alternative routes into 
Higher Education 

Access to Higher Education

An Access to Higher Education course is an alternative route 
into higher education, traditionally for those who have left 
formal education and want to return to learning, but don’t have 
the necessary qualifications.

Now this is available to anyone who has left school and who has 
HE as their goal. Courses usually last a year, or part-time over 
two years – normally you are expected to have had at least a 
year away from education. For more information see 		
www.accesstohe.ac.uk

The Open University

The Open University is also an alternative way into higher 
education, with nearly 250 highly-respected qualifications, 
including certificates, diplomas and degrees. Unlike other 	
universities there are no entry qualifications.  

You study part-time combining study with employment. 		
All course materials are sent to you with support from tutors 
who advise and offer feedback on coursework, and who can be 
contacted by phone or online.

OU degree fees are typically much less than other university 
fees. By studying part-time you’ll be able to earn money to 
cover your living expenses. And in some circumstances you may 
qualify for financial support to cover your course fees.  

To find out more see www.open.ac.uk/you
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Other sources of information
The Gloucestershire Media Group (The GMG) supports •	
screen-based media companies, freelancers and other 	
media activity locally. see www.thegmg.org

For information on careers in newspaper journalism,		 •	
see the National Council for the Training of Journalists 	
www.nctj.com 

South West Screen, an agency for the development of film, •	
television and digital media in the South West England, 	
also helps foster local talent. See www.swscreen.co.uk

Creative & Cultural Skills – the Sector Skills Council •	
for advertising, crafts, cultural heritage, design, music, 
performing, literary and visual arts www.ccskills.org.uk

For general career information on Creative & Media see 		 •	
www.yourcreativefuture.org.uk

For careers advice on the audio-visual industries generally •	
try www.skillset.org/careers
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Good luck 
with your career!
We do our best to check that this information is up to date. 
It was last checked in Autumn 2008. To be certain, make sure 
you ask questions before making any decisions on your future.
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